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Year 2 - Year 6



Phonics is taught from 

Nursery to Year 1, or until 

pupils have reached the 

expected standard.

The English alphabetic 

code is one of the most 

complex in the world. 

There are 44 sounds, but 

over 150 graphemes 

(ways of spelling those 44 

sounds).





Blending to Read

“Special friends? Fred talk. Read the word.”

Red Words

fish



Dots and Dashes

 The dots are underneath sounds that

are spelt using just one letter. 

 Dashes underline ‘special friends’. These

are sounds spelt with more than one letter.

 ‘Smile special friends’ are for sounds

spelt with letters that aren’t next to

each other in the word.



Spelling in RWI Phonics

“Fred Fingers”

Say the word

Use fingers to ‘pinch the sounds’

Write the word

shop
Red Words



Taught from Year 2 

upwards. 

Pupils begin to learn 

spelling rules, with a new 

rule taught each week. 

Pupils learn that spellings 

often break the rules they 

know from phonics! 

Reading regularly will help 

a pupil notice when a 

word they have written 

doesn’t ‘look right’.







How is spelling assessed?

 The assessment of spelling takes place predominantly through how 

children apply their spelling knowledge in their independent writing. By the 

end of Year 2, children should be able to spell most KS1 common 

exception words and be phonetically plausible with others.

 In KS2, children should be able to spell many of the year group’s common 

exception words and start to apply spelling rules more consistently.

 At the end of Year 6, there is a spelling test as part of the ‘SATs’ tests. 



These are known in Read, Write, Inc. as ‘red words’

as you have to stop and think before reading or

spelling them. 



From Year 3 upwards, these are known as ‘orange words’ as you should pause and

think before spelling them.





Talking to support literacy



Vocabulary





Thank you for listening!

Please always contact myself or your child’s class teacher with any questions 

or for further support. 

Thank you for all you do to support your child at home.

 btasker@emmausmac.com
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